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There Are Mighty lonesome Animals? Since Snyder Quit Zod v.

--KeeperWho Leaves Bronx Park After Helping the Huget Python Shed Its
Twenty Years1 Service to Take Slm- - Skin and Finishing a Surgical Oper-

ationilar Position in Buffalo Relates His on a Cobra Are Samples
' TKrilling Experiences With of Jobs That Await

Captive Creatures the Next Man
'

, By CAYNE t.
a kangaroo needs a fosWHEN Toother who wilt euro lt

"When a 600-pou-

alligator has to bo moved, who 'will
blindfold, fcnd Avheelbarrow It to-- the
now quarters? When rattlesnakes
are to bo 'tanked," who will collect the
poison fori scientific tests? When
medical Institutions demand frogs, so
that students may watch life now to
nnd fro, who will supply the croakcrs7
When the twenty-threo-fo- ot python
decides upon a new suit, who will help
It shed the old, Theso aro a few of
the questions being asked In the BronxIllogical Park.

Charles Snyder,, the man who for
twenty years has given comfort in
various forms to all manner of cap
tured living things, has left the em
Ploy of tho Now.Tork Zoological So-
ciety to become director of the Buffalo
Zoo, In Dolaware, Park. Snyder in
probably the most experienced animal
mart In the rnmitrv n n ,1 hi. . i i...w h. i ., iiHt,i;tt I

knowledge of reptiles places him in a J

class bv himself. A

Education Work in IlnfTalo.
While tho animals do not realize

their loss the Park authorities, as well
as scientific men, aro in a quandry as

, to how his ploco will be filled. Snyder
left with tho best wishes of all, for his
going marks tho beginning of a new
era In the usefulness of tho city zoo.

Tho matter, viewed from the Buffalo
standpoint. Is not without interest.
Tho progressive te city Is about

I
to &e thrilled, by an Intensive courso in

. nature-stud- y which, among otherthings, will teach Buffalolans to love
J and honor snakes. The Buffalo Zoo
ils under tho administration of the
commissioner of Parks and Publlo
Buildings, a condition that will give
"Snyder an opportunity to mako It a
factor In tho public school system.

Unless plans sadly miscarry, the
policies which will bo put In practice
will develop Important scientific nnd
economic results. Perhaps the mosl
spectacular of these and the ono that
"will have the greatest economic valuo
will bo tho exhibition oX living snakes
in grocery store windows, In conjunc-
tion with rats and mlco and propa-
ganda explaining tho damage, done
and loss caused by rodents and the
value of tho snako as a rodent de-
stroyer. Our rodent bill latt year,
through loss by flro and destruction

his few and distant neigh-
bors call tho artist George

McAvoy, who eight years ago built
himself a shack on the duncH of Ja-
maica Bay. If tho title, applies to him

must bo used in the Jolly sense, for
this ."hermit" really belongs to the
happy class of Friar Tuck, whom
Richard Coour de Lion supped with in
Sherwood Forest. "Mack's shack" is
tho name, given his unlquo dwelling
by his fellow artists, but tho word also
conveys no truor impression than tho
term hermit.

Ono day this overworked artist, il-

lustrator and mural painter found
un'onsclous In his studio In Brooklyn
by his daughter, and a physician, has-
tily summoned, after getting him bnbk

consciousness, advised him at-

tend to any worldly matters that
needed attention, for ho would have
very little more- time to do it In.
"Mack's" daughter would not accep
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of wheat, fruit trees and young do-
mestic animals and fowls, to eay noth-
ing of tho loss of animal and human
life caused by diseaso spread by ro-
dents, was considerably more than
three-quarte- rs of a billion dollars.

Excltlnrr Experience!.
During his fifteen years as a keeper

and five years as head keeper of tho
reptile and mammal department of
tho Bronz Zoological Park, Snyder has
had ome strange experiences which
have never reached tho public oar.
Their recounting portrays the inter-
esting character of a man that leves
dumb things with a deep, sympathetic
Understtndlnrr. knorrlnsr tholr tvnvn
and unafraid to risk his life in their
behalf.

It is hard to .reconcile Snyder's
youthful appearance, boundless 'en-
ergy and enthusiasm with the foot
that ho Is the father of two fighting
men nnd two daughters. Before ho
Joined tho Park starr in 1899 ho wa
an electrician. One can lmaglno his
feelings when ho was ordered, before
lie had fairly learned the paths In the
Park, to movo flvo alligators.

"Live" wires and live 'gators hadn't
much in common, but as he had han-
dled ono he determined to handle the
other. Old Mose, the king of the tank,
weighed 600 pounds and objected to
having his eyes and teeth covered
with a burlap bag. Snyder says he
didn't act as If ho enjoyed the ride
In the wheelbarrxjv, but tho real agony
didn't come until he tried to tnko off
the bag.

When asked about his most exciting
experiences Snyder told of two thrill-
ing Incidents. Tho first related to the
escapo and recapture of a mountain
lion. In tho best regulated zoo things
will occasionally escape. Charley was
the man who located the escaped Hon,
and ho cornered tho animal between
tho side of a building and a wire fence.
Ho was within a few feet of the marl-
ing beast, unarmed, until a lasso and
a blanket from over tho fenco relieve,
htm.tt it be said here, to the credit of
tho .New York Zoological Society, that
this lion, a black bear and an elephant
are tho only animals that havo es-
caped, and theso In each caso were
recaptured before tho visitors In tho
park were awaro of their escape.

Snyder's, other exciting experler.ee is
a Rnako sfory. He and Curator Dlt-mn- rs

were fraternizing with tho big

another doctor. He was moro san-gul-

about tho artist's chance 'to' re
cover, but strongly advised him to
hasten to the Adirondack and In
clearer, purer air seek restoration to
health.

Of course, being a professional
painter, the sick man had oodles of
money, and to take a nurse-- and pri-
vate car and hie up to a magnificent
"camp" in the mountains was easy.
Instead, he elected to accept his land-
lady's offer of, a shack sha owned on
tho flats midway between Richmond
Hill and Ozone Park; It wasn't work-
ing and the sick man was welcome to
It. There has been a lot written in
regard to the commercial hard hcart-(une- ss

of landladies. Thackeray is tho
solitary author who presents a 'differ-
ent picture of them, and the Brooklyn
specimen bears out his picture..

Off to the shack went Mack and for
a timo ho loafed In the air and soli
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python, helping It shed Its skin. Mis- -
understanding their Intentions, It
broko from them, threw off tho blanket
and colled, tall awhlrr, head poised I

for a lunge, Tho park was closed,
most of 'the keepers had gone for the
night and light in the cage dim. Death
by constriction would havo followed a
move by either man.

Tho blanket was out of roach: the
light was falling; deep, 16'ng hisses
alternated with dartlngs of the long,
forked tongue that Is so' sensitive tho
slightest vibration would' havo lurched
tho head forward. Three"' minutes
passed when a keeper discovered their
peril. He pushed a blanket elowly
and quietly Into the cage and tht-n-

from the outside, pounded on the jlaes
and attracted the reptile's attention.
Snyder grabbed the blanket and got It
over the snake's big head. This snake
has a mouth that opens ten Inches and
Is armed with teeth llko butchers'
hocks that havo razor-lik- e sides. The
reptile's speed of movement and power
or constriction aro tremendous. It
swallows a three-quart- er grown pig
without difficulty.

But tho keeping of the Zoo ,1s. not all
tragedy. Alice, the elephant, became
frightened one day when about to be
wolghed. Mistaking the Reptllo House
for ber building, she ran Into it After
a deal of coaxing Snyder got her out,
only to havo her run In again. Like
the famous Flnnegan she went out and
In again, this time through the side
door, taking the screen door and the
door' Jam with her. Out again she '

tude, dutifully and lovingly attended
Dynis daughter Vntlljhalthin4.ambj-tlo- n

Blowly' came back. WhB'they
were coming ho grew to" '"'love tho
silence, the salt air, tho strange'." sljhta
and sounds, and as the scaion, drew
to a close nnd It became personally
obligatory to pay rent or getbut. Mack
felt a disinclination to go- bfick to
Brooklyn.

In his wanderings over tho1 dunes
he had noticed a deserted s'hack with-
out a door, with no panes In the wln-'do-

a demoralized, disgraceful ap-
pearing apology for ,a summer home.
Everybody to whom he talked of his
plan said he wus cruzy, but ha carried
it out and .bought the shack. '

If you had seen it then ami (f you
should seo it now y'ou would not
recognize the shack tho same plaqe.
It is a pleasant two gabled cottage
with dormer windows In tho upper
story, a big broad projecting window,
a pleasant enclosed porch fit to dream
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Jolly Hermit Painter Makes Fascinating Home Out of Jamaica
ur-piI- E hermit Is sombre nnd in

it

was

to to as

COMMUNING- - A
ROCk.

In in a word, a most enchanting
home.

Who has wrought this transforma-
tion? None other than George "Too
Much" McAvoy himself with his own
hands. From his wanderings on tho
dunes he has plced up the flotsam nnd
Jetsam of the sea; tho boards of
wrecked ships, tho 'floors of discarded
dredges, old Iron, old asbestos . . .
what not. They say It you wait long
enough beside the shores of ocean
that big thief will bring everything at

to your feet.
With thoso bricks, stones, wreckage

of all sorts McAvoy patched and ndied
until tho cottage, "Mack's Shack' Is
ono of the picturesque show places of
the vicinity. And all that we have
described is merely the outside- of the
cottage.

Insldo the offering is made of eight
rooms, each one fitted up differently
but artistically and attractively. The
artist, sick no longer but a real nature
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man, lives there the year round, and
so to provide resistance to the fierce
winter breezes, not to call them wlnds.1
that swept across the flats, ha has

a cavernous In almost
every room.

The bedrooms, of which there aro
three, can nccommodato on overflow
of Buesta because the beds arp literally
bunks set Into the walls. The dining
room, which Is tho largest of the
rooms, Is a medlwval picture, all its
ornaments and articles of use being of
that style. These were made by
"Mack." He designed and built the
furniture of the entire house, and It
Is quite how Ingeniously he
haH made beauty and usefulness com-
bine.

In living room, as In dining room,
the "piece" is, as it should be, the
mantel, which gives ench Its note.
These mado by the artist out of
mud gathered on tho flats (there is
always plenty of It) mixed with ce
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wont and In again tho front
door, Snyder and the rest doing a ono-stc- p

after her.
A council of war' resulted in tier be-

ing shackled to tho fence In the Rep-
tile House, where she stayed content-
edly untU morning. She was not
angry, but bady frightened. In the
morning, unwilling to leave without
giving evidence, of her visit, she-- spilled
the contents of some lizard and snako
.cages on the floor and thon went hap-
pily back to her run.

Flip, the Walrus.
Ono of tho pleasantest memories

Snyder takes away with him is that of
Flip. Flip was an Atlantic walrus
that weighed 143 pounds upon arrival
and promptly won tho distinction of
being tho most expenslvo animal to
feed in the Park, his fare of boned
codfish and clams often costing more
than $7 a day.

A strong friendship developed be-

tween Klip, and Snyder. Tho two
played and. wrestled.
The walrus'could recognize Snyder's
voice among tho nolso of a crowd. It
followed' him around a dog. To
tako his friend and go calling on Park
executives was a favorite practice of
Snyder's. Tho awkward creature would
flop Its way upstairs and climb to rest
In Charley's lap.

On ono occasion Flip was used as a
decoy to get Silver Kins," the polar
bear, from ono cage to another. Flip
recognized the bear as his natural
enemy, but went into tho cage with

ment. In the walls of the living room
he haaVdrawn a knight In armor and
colored It td llfellkeness, which he
meticulously assists by hanging on the
knight's head a medkeval bonnet and
hanging near his head a medieval lan-
tern. A bust of Alighted Is on a shelf
over the fire and candlesticks of odd
materials and shapes are everywhere.
The latter were made by McAvoy out
of any chance material. Great chains,
perhaps the chains that once wound
round n capstan, hang from a thick
Iron bar on either side of tho fireplace.

A fascinating room draws its Inspi-
ration from old Bgypt, all In it being
fashioned massively and In the heavy
lines peculiar to that style of archi-
tecture and decoration. Here the sil-

houettes of RamcscH and other straight
nosed kings remembered from their
mummieu seen In the British Museum
are cut deep into the concreto wall and
bands of color cunningly applied as the
Egyptians used color, tho heaviest nt

painter" whatHhla view as Anal ruling
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Snyder and after all other methods
had failed, caused tho bear to move.
Snyder declares Flip was the smartest
animal ho ever met. Flip weighed
450 pounds when ho died and had
tusks three Inches long.

Among' the conveniences Snyder de-

vised was a glasa washing arrange-
ment that took most of the danger
out of cleaning tho glasses of the poi-
sonous snake cages, leaving the cages
dry and comfortable for the occupants.
It was Snyder also who fotfnd the
means for ridding tho snakes of the
black' mites that got under the abdom-
inal plates and into the oye pits, at-

tacked the tissues and killed the
snakes. After trying dozens of reme-
dies, roach powder applied with a bel-
lows did the trick.

"Milking rattlesnakes, that is, open-lin- g

the mouth and squeezing the pol-to- n

secreting glahds and draining the
poison through tho fangs into a recep-
tacle, was a part of Snyder's Job. Tf
you know anybody who would like to
take up this work the Zoological So-
ciety would be grateful for the person's
name. There's another llttrb Job
awaiting some one. Not lonr ago
Charley removed part of the Jaw bone
of the king cobra, and It Is believed
the operation will have to be performed
again. Snyder has supplied thousands
of frogs for scientific research and this
Is another duty that goes with the po-

sition.
Snyder has. proved himself A social

benefactor, ready to help a fellow being
In distress. An express company called

Gangsters and
(Continued from Preceding I'ogc.)

hangouts of tho gangs and gangsters
were the dives along the Bowery.
Among the ones that were exception-
ally notable were those of Billy Mc-Glo- ry

and John II. McQurk. These
tw6 men were about the most wicked
men that New York over produced.
They kept dives of tho lowest charac-
ter, places where knockout drops were
given, where murder was done for

nothing, and whero all the gangs
end gang leaders came to plot their
meanness. Some indication of their
type can be gained from tho fact that
McGlory was known for years ns "tho
wickedest man In the world."

McOurk was tho moro spectacular
of tho two, and came Into general no-

toriety through his ownership of Sui- -

Bay Shack
tho base, adds character to the place.
Gods and goddesses abound and the
liuddha is not infrequently seen in his
accustomed fat complacence. These
statues are the work of the painter,
who reveals in them quality of the
sculptor too.

In ach of theso schemes of decora-
tion tho useful and necessary things
that nro sometimes out of keeping with
surroundings aro not to be seen at all.
The designer and builder .has devised
hiding places for them

Health, large, buoyant 'and to sparo.
Is now the artist's happy portion, and
with It has returned equally large and
full ambition. Naturally Mack's shack
rot early to be a Mecca for his friend
artists and naturally also Cqpld soon
found Its whereabouts. There have
been seven weddings which grow out
of week end parties in Mack's shack,
and as many engagement breakfasts
and wedding suppers. The latchstrlng
Is still out to the little god, too.

the Park ono day, saying It had a
freight car full of coffins, live chlckoris,
general merchandise and some rattle-
snakes consigned to Brooklyn. Th'ey
couldn't Just locate tho snakes and
asked advice, 'explaining that a "mixed"
car is apt .to shift lto load. Charley
went over to the Jersey freight yard,
got a broom and entered tho car. One
rattler was colled on a crate of
chickens, another on a coffin. He had
to move every ploce of freight In that
car to find tho other two. Ho put
them in a strong box and the engineer
consented to move the' car and break
up tho accumulated freight congestion.

Snyder, often confused with 'T3IH"
Snyder, who won fame In the. Central
Park Zoo, believes animals are like
people, some of good and some of bad
disposition. Hp Is suro all are con-

scious of being In captivity. Ho does
not 4cllovo it raoro wicked to keep one
kind of animal in a cage than an-

other. Whether or not an nnlmal or
reptllo Is happy in captivity1 depends
on the Individual. Ono lion will do
well and another will not. Some ani-
mals will pine away, but tho majority,
providing they aro treated with, gentle-
ness, will do well.

Another bit of wisdom long experi-
ence has taught Snyder Is that thn
most trusted animal Is the one most
likely to turn on Its keeper. Fllp'rt
disposition was not Improving with
age, and a large Australian monitor
(lizard) that was a pet of Snyder's
turned on him when he wns carrying
It to an outdoor swamp.

Their Battles
clde Hall in 293 Bowery, whero niwy
women killed themselves. This place
was the . particular hangout of the
street walkers that haunted tho Bow-
ery in those days, and curiously
enough they usually selected

as tho place to. die by poison.
It always has been rumored that for
:i consideration McQurk and his bar-
tenders would take tho trouble off
their hands,, and would put carbolic-aci-

or extra strong knockout drops
Into drinks ordered by women,, who
wanted to kill themselves. Certain it
Is that more women committed sui-

cide in McGulrk's Sulcidu Hall than
In any other one placo In New York.

Tho Bmrerr'a Pnt Slinmr.
Afpflilrlf rnmn to Mow. Ynpk frnm

Boston, where he had landed when ho
emigrated from Ireland. He opened
a' saloon, with accompaniments of
tack rooms and women and criminals,
at Elizabeth and Hourton streets in
1683. That was In --tho days when the
vice of the Bowery nnd its environs
was open and brazen, and when that
entire section of the city was ruled
by tho gangster and the crooked pol-

iticians. Neighboring dives of tho day,
all within a stone's throw of McGurk's
placo. Included Billy McGlory's Ar-
mory Hajl; Harry Hill's placo on
Houston street; Frank Stevenson's
dive ; tho American Mabllle on Bleccker
street, and a divo owned by Owney
Geoghegan.

McGurk successively opened "The
Mug" at 567 . Bowery, a "schooner
house," where the waiters put knock-
out drops into drinks ordered by cus-
tomers and then frisked tho custom-
ers of the proceeds of their robberies,
and the Sallorx' Snug llurbor, which
was made fo snug for pallors that
many of them were killed there and
virtually all of them robbed. In this
place McGurk kept many women to
help him rob thn sailors and to help
the sailors spend their money over
McGurk's bar. Iater he opened tho
Merrlmac, and In 1832 started tho
place that became known ns "Sulcldo
Hall." It ran for ten years, with an
appalling list of suicides and murders,
and was closed in 1902 by the police.
McGurk died in 1913.

McGlory was variously known also
ns McGluck, McGUnk and McGory
the last Is said to have been his real
name and his dives were on tho same
order as thoso run by McGurk. They
were birds of a. feather and did prac-
tically the sumo business throughout
their careers. McGlory's heelers nnd
gang fighters Included such men as
Carey Welsh, who afterward ran "The
Hole In tho Wall" In Twelfth street,
nnd "Handshaker" Andy Kelley, who
ran a dlvo In Bleecker street after the
police closed McGlory's dive. Mc-
Glory's first venture wns a saloon at
10S Bowery, tho haunt of such gang-
sters as "Brooklyn Jimmy" Burke.
"Pretty Oeorge" Perry, Pat English
and Corkcy O'Drlen.

McGlory sold this place eventually
nnd nftetward It became ono of tho
Owney Geoghegan dives. Then Mc-
Glory opened Armory Hall, his most
disreputable dive, and ran that place
until ho wax closed by tho police about
1890. Two years later, he opened a
placo at Fourteenth street nnd Irving
place, but got Into trouble with tho
police by beating n woman. Finally
he drifted up Into The Bronx and
opened a saloon, but that was closed
also when ho kept open after hours.
Then he became a sort of an evonge-lis- t

and delivered sermons on sin at
tho Bowery Mission ond other places.
He could always get hearing because
there was no doubt that he knew what
he was' talking about,

(To be continued tnnext fimidaifs Si'N.)

The Heaviest Load
is reported that tho Penn-

sylvaniaIT Railroad not long ngo
carried the largeBt railway car-

load In combined weight and lze over
moved by rail. It was the 8,000-kilow-

generator of a steam tur-bln- o

power unit, which weighed 80
tons, and which when In placo on the
car stood 15 feet Hi inches nbovo the
rallx.

It was shipped from Greenville,
New Jersey, to Joplln, Missouri, on a
new fiat car built to carry a load
of TO tons. In order to tfvotd low
bridges and other obstacles, It was
necessary to send the car by a cir-
cuitous route.


